A Call to Radical Discipleship
“To live you must choose;
To love you must encounter;

To grow you must suffer.” 

(Viktor Frankl)

I. Context: Contemporary Culture and the Challenges of Discipleship 

Values: sensitivity of heart, keenness of perception and critical consciousness to perceive  

the signs of the times.


The signs of the times are pointers to the future.

2. Proposed Methodology: Contemplative Praxis/Theological Reflection

a. Entering Experience: To be aware of what we are in fact experiencing. This awareness includes attention to the inner and outer dimensions of our experience and a careful attempt to describe both accurately. 
b. Feelings – are embodied affective and intelligent response to reality as we encounter it. Feelings are important component of movement toward insight. They are clues to the meaning of our experience. 
c. Images symbolizes our experience. We give shape and voice to our feelings in the language of imagery. An image helps us to locate our experience in relation to what we already know and to clarify what we do not know about it.  An image create a way for our experience to be included in our world of meaning, and for our world of meaning to be expanded by the new experience.

d. Insight is most often stimulated by the consideration and questioning of an image. Insights are an invitation to transformation.  Not all will prove equally valuable or appropriate for our faithful growth at any particular time.

e. Action: Insight leads to transformation if we are willing and ready, to action. Until our lives changed as a result of what we have learned, insight remains incomplete.  The Christian way is not primarily a matter of increased knowledge or understanding, but of incarnating the truth we receive so that we can come to embody the love of God in the world.  Then the course of our life changes.

2. The Quest for God: the heart of vocation
a. The quest of connection and harmony and to be in contact with “something more” and the mystery beyond.
b. Spirituality of God-quest: Our spirituality will be judged by the passion of our quest and the perseverance to pursue it.
3. What is my personal experience of Jesus?  Pick a symbol which speaks of your experience of Jesus. Think first of how you met Jesus in your life. Then seek that symbol which best expresses it.

* Lenses to see Jesus
Scholarship lens - Focuses on gospels as a developing tradition:
· A layered tradition 
· contains earlier and later material 
· Has two voices: Jesus and the community 



    Interdisciplinary lens - Interdisciplinary studies enable us 



                to understand the dynamics of the social world of the
 Jewish 




     homeland in the first century, the context of Jesus.




    Cross-cultural lens: Sees Jesus within the framework of the world's 



    religions and derives a cross-cultural typology of religious personality.




    Experiences of the sacred:
4. Jesus as Wisdom Teacher: The experience of God of Jesus as his Abba was the source of Jesus’ wisdom, his clarity, his confidence, and his radical freedom. (foundation of deep spirituality that is at the heart of Jesus’ life / mission)

· Jesus' invitation to see differently

· Seeing is central to the wisdom teaching of Jesus. There are many sayings and healing stories about seeing. How you see makes all the difference. 

5. Jesus as Movement Founder: Jesus was the catalyst for a movement with a radical new vision for life and society.  The Jesus movement was spirit-filled, itinerant, joyful, and compassionate. 

6. Jesus as healer: Jesus' healings illustrate the compassion of God for outcasts and the priority of people over laws. The source of Jesus' gifts as a healer was his experience of the sacred.

7. Jesus as Social Prophet: Jesus not only challenged the politics of purity, but advocated the politics of compassion. Especially characteristic was their passionate and critical involvement in the historical life of their people in their own day. 
8. Jesus’ inclusive ministry: Bringing salvation to all, breaking barriers, bridging hope. Jesus breaking down barriers between people. He wanted to reveal the love of God to all people and show all people that God loves them equally. Therefore Jesus did not pay heed to social taboos or the restrictions of society and religion of his time but he broke down barriers between God and sinners, tax collectors, Samaritans and women.
9. The Post-Easter Jesus: The Post-Easter Jesus is the Jesus of Christian experience and tradition. The foundational meaning of Easter is that Jesus' followers experienced his continuing presence as a living reality. An empty tomb is one way to talk about that experience.
Who is Jesus for you today, as you experience his presence in your life?
(Session with Ipil Seminarians 5th year)
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