EUNTES Mission Formation Program
“Formation for Mission in a globalizing world aims at inter-cultural competence.” 

The formation of the people of God in their missionary vocation is crucial for the effective development of the mission of the church. Our missionary vocation of bearing witness to and ushering in the reign of God is not a part time job. It encompasses every aspect of the human person’s being with the cosmos, God and others. In our historical context certain characteristics of stance and spirituality are being accepted as necessary foundations for a missionary way of life, for boundary crossers of any kind.
The universal call to holiness is linked to the universal call to mission. Every member of the faithful is called to holiness and mission.”[73] Pope John Paul II called the church to the deep contemplative stance fundamental to today’s missionaries. He sees this as flowing from being sensitively attuned to the Holy Spirit, from personal transformation in the mystery of Christ, and being marked with love for the church and the world.[74] This is to know personally a life lived within the embrace of the Trinity, and to discover within that embrace the creative and redeeming love which fills the whole universe. The missionary’s anchor needs to be deep within the wellsprings of life in God if we are to be sustained personally, and to become more fruitful for the kingdom.

The commitment to mission brings us to examine the edges, margins and boundaries with Jesus’ eyes, especially those of “comfort, privilege and security” whose underside is “injustice, exploitation and thriving despair.”

The passing across these boundaries involves an experience of death and dying as we move between worlds. 

Wisdom is forged in seeking the new forms of evangelization needed if the poor and marginalized are to come to true human dignity and freedom, a wisdom that “cannot mature without challenge and change, risk and resolve.” It is not given to the fainthearted or overcautious. It is also a wisdom that empowers us to live with paradox, with lack of clarity.

Our presence in vulnerability with those on both sides of the boundaries invites reciprocity and friendship. A spirituality of presence and dialogue enables a mutual attentiveness and sharing with the other.

The integrating power of spirituality attentive to the Spirit’s stirring will seek to pick up the postmodern sensitivity and yearning for wholeness. From within the increasing fragmentation of our societies people are crying out for integration and stability. Our lived experience of finding our home and roots within the Trinitarian life, as deepest center, unifying power and sustenance for the journey is a tangible witness to the reign of God present as our deepest security. This will find expression in relationship with self, with others, with the cosmos, and will facilitate the gradual transformation of margins into frontiers of life.
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