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For many believers Mary’s persona has revealed divine love as merciful, sensitive, attentive and responsive to human needs, trustworthy and profoundly attractive, and has done so to a degree not possible when one thinks of God simply as a ruling male. Consequently, in devotion to her as a compassionate mother who will not let one of her children get lost, what is exactly being mediated is a most appealing experience of God’s saving love. 

One of the common experiences of Mary expressed last summer 2006 OND updating on Mariology revealed that her MOTHERHOOD has a great impact in our retrieval of our Marian heritage. As a mother of Jesus, she too had a notable influence on her child and helped shape many of the beautiful qualities and prophetic behavior of the young Jesus. Culturally in Judaism as well as in the Philippines, it is usually the mother who personifies its culture, its history and religious traditions. It was mainly Mary who transmits the centuries old beliefs of the chosen people from one generation to generation, not so much through academic, media or warfare, but through nurture and creative intermingling with her offspring.

Mary’s motherhood is integral to the life of Jesus’ mission. Let us recall some of the Mariological highlights of Summer 2006 updating for a more profound reflection.

We remember Mary the young endangered mother, who with fear and trembling takes the risk of bringing up a “dangerous infant Jesus”. The “mother-power” of Mary wielded not by a dominating and manipulating patriarchal authority, but as a woman graced by God’s Spirit has empowered her to humbly dare travel the dangerous journey with her Son on dangerous edges of society. “This child is destined to be a sign of contradiction – and a sword will pierce your soul…” (Lk. 2:33-35)  This is CHRISTMAS is all about!!!

The Johannine Mary is a witness to all of Jesus’ messianic events. Symbols and metaphors are central to the understanding of the gospel and thus central to the encounter with the Johannine Jesus and ultimately with the Father who sent him and whom Jesus reveals. 

The Mother At Cana, Galilee: The only words uttered by the mother of Jesus – “they have no wine”, and “do whatever he tells you!”  Mary dared to name the need and took the initiative to seek a solution. (Igmat ug madiskarte sa kinabuhi!)  The challenging plea of a mother addresses the conscience of the Church (Body of Christ) to pay attention to the urgent needs of God’s children today, particularly the cover-ups and the issues of moral credibility. 

Jesus addresses her mother “WOMAN” symbolizes that human ties and obligations is no way influences Jesus’ action (against palakasan sa mga kamag-anak). Jesus addresses her not simply as a mother but as a woman of faith making a request.  It means that with Mary’s faith that the best is still to come, reveals a deeper truth that there is something more than being a biological mother and this more is revealed at the foot of the Cross.

The Mother at the Foot of the Cross or Near the Cross:  Jesus gives her physical mother a spiritual role as mother of the disciple, and the disciple, a role of her son, thus emerges a KINSHIP of the KINDOM. 
At the Cross, the pain she experiences, places her in solidarity with mothers of children tortured, salvaged and killed by state violence everywhere. The mother-son relationship implies that with Jesus’ departure, Mary’s motherhood is now inclusively located within the community of faith, feeding the multitude. 

A final maternal image in John is ‘the mingling of water and blood is particularly evocative of childbirth in which both elements flow’ (Dorothy Lee). In this scene, Jesus’ death symbolizes the sorrowful labor that brings forth the joy and life, and his wounded side is also the “womb” that nurtures life. 

Within the Catholic tradition, Mary plays a crucial role in devotion and identification for both women and men. Although this is not true to the same extent in the Protestant and orthodox traditions, given the scarcity of women within the Christian tradition, Mary is a symbol and object of identification for women, whether consciously or not. She is one of the few female figures women can identify with. In these times when gender issues are so prominent in society and scholarship, this role has special importance.
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Mary’s motherhood cannot be understood 


outside of Jesus’ life-mission.





Mary has functioned beautifully as an icon of God. 


 Teilhard de Chardin defended the veneration of Mary


 because it served to satisfy an “irresistible Christian need” 


in the church namely, the need to correct 


a “dreadfully masculinized” conception of God-head.








Day of Prayer Proposal:





Retrieve your notes on Mariology last Summer 2006 updating. Extract some highlights of the experiences with the ONDs, such as their sharing of experiences on Mary and etc. To remember is recapturing the treasures we have found.


Enter into the dynamics of the Scripture texts and extract some symbols and metaphors of Mary’s motherhood:  Luke 2: 33 –35, John 2: 1-12 & John 19: 25-37


Pray with the text by allowing the WORD OF GOD to encounter your experiences of motherhood (being mothered or mothering).  Take note that evangelizing happens when there is a movement of change within because of the encounter.  Name THAT movement of change and contemplate on that dynamics of encounter.


Every experience of faith becomes a celebration when you are willing and free to share it in your community of faith. TRY IT … CELEBRATE THE SIMPLE JOY THAT YOU HAVE ENCOUNTERED. 


(Better to be, than to impress, kiddo!)





Our Lady of the Church


of the Poor








