Lenten Recollection

Sinunuc Parish – 2007
I. Overview: Lent: A “Turning Point” of Christian Life

1. There is a rhythm to life. Lent is an important part of that rhythm in the spiritual life of one who seeks God. Lent is about holding life in perspective. It is a time for fasting to focus our whole being. It is a time for silence to sharpen and sensitize our consciousness. It is a time to depend on God and not our own arrogance. 
2. Lent is about profound change at our inmost being. It is about achieving freedom and passing from death to life, as did Jesus, but the process may be painful. Lent is a holy time for community. It is a time to renew and strengthen the religious center of gravity that holds us as community in the common search for God. The desert experience will bring us to that authentic "listening" that is a mark of our spirituality. This deep listening makes us vulnerable. We will see with sharp focus the almost imperceptible signs of God’s reign breaking in our world. We associate a sense of solitude with the desert. Solitude can be terrifying in this culture of noise and crowded rooms.

3. Lent is God’s call to us to recognize the truth of our lives, to get in touch with the ways in which we have lost our truth, our ideals and our connection with community. This is a spiritual journey searching the innermost corners of our heart. 
4. Lent is not a sad time but a quiet time. It is a time to go deep within the interior desert of our soul. It can put us in touch with our real hunger. It can stir in us the courage to confront what keeps us from following the Christ to Jerusalem. 
5. Lent makes room in our life for God and frees us for the fasting that fills our hearts with compassion. Fasting is an ancient tradition in monastic life. It is an asceticism to discover our real hunger. Our Lenten fasting is rooted in experiencing hunger for food, but that is only a metaphor. We are hungry so that we might discover what we truly need. Can we fast from our own selfish pursuits and create a greater concern for others? 
6. Lent is a call to holiness (wholeness). Let this Lent be an honest time in which we use the season to ponder and make new decisions that will bring us to wholeness. The capacity to forgive and ask for forgiveness is acknowledgement that we have broken bonds and the rupture diminishes us as persons. It is an opportunity for putting back together the world that we have damaged by our actions.
7. Lent is a time of repentance, of rending our hearts, opening them to God’s mercy and forgiveness and opening them to our sisters and brothers. Forgiveness presumes a horizon larger than self. It is a decision for freedom. If the essence of freedom is choice, then the object of freedom is commitment. “Repentance is an absolute, spiritual decision made in truthfulness. Its motivations are remorse for the past and responsibility for the future.”  Lent is a time to take back the pieces of our lives that have been given over to what is not of God. Each of us knows what is not right in our life
II. An invitation to enter into the dynamic of the story of Jesus ( the JESUS-EVENT in our life.

1. Formation of Being a disciple of Jesus:
1.1. Faith-ing process: Knowing the story of Jesus. What do you believe? (desire for God – “What do you seek? Where do you live? Come and See… They remain”
1.2. Mission: Telling the story of Jesus. Acting out your belief ( Community of disciples – Church) 

1.3. Spirituality: Living the story of Jesus.  Becoming what you believe ( the power behind the person’s motivation – to do something important for God, to move away from self-centeredness to other-centeredness, and to respond to God with generosity of heart.

2. Jesus and the Kingdom of God

2.1. Jesus proclaimed the KG of God as having arrived with him. It had become a present reality, not a far distant hope anymore. 
2.2. Kingdom requirement: Conversion – to turn towards: ‘repent and believe!’
2.3. Vision-Mission of Jesus: Luke 4: 16-18

2.4. Thru his life, parables, preaching and healing, restoring the dead, breaking barriers, bridging hope … 

2.5. Hope for the new heaven and new earth: Kingdom where truth, justice, love, peace and harmony shall reign …
3. Journeying with Jesus to Jerusalem: Passion Sunday

III. Celebration of the Paschal Triduum (“Three Days”) : PDR of Jesus
The Easter Triduum of the passion and resurrection of Christ is the culmination of the liturgical year. It begins with the evening Mass of the Lord's Supper, reaches it high point in the Easter Vigil, and closes with Evening Prayer on Easter Sunday.
1. Holy Thursday: “Just before entering on the road of his passion (Jesus) washed the feet of his disciples and offered them his body and blood as food and drink. These two acts belong together. They are both an expression of God's determination to show us the fullness of his love…
· Jesus commands us to do the same. After washing his disciples' feet, Jesus says: “I have given you an example so that you may copy what I have done to you.” (Jn.13:15) 
· After giving himself as food and drink, he says, “Do this in remembrance of me.” (Lk 22:19) Jesus calls us to continue his mission of revealing the perfect love of God in this world. He calls us to total self giving. He does not want us to keep anything for ourselves. Rather, he wants our love to be as full, as radical and as complete as his own. He wants us to bend ourselves to the ground and touch the places in each other that most need washing. He wants us to say to each other, “Eat of me and drink of me.” By this complete mutual nurturing he wants us to become one… united by the love of God.”
2. Good Friday: day of the cross, day of suffering, day of hope, day of abandonment, day of victory, day of mourning, day of joy, …

· (…As the veneration of the cross began..) they were crowding around the cross and kissing the feet and the head of Jesus, I closed my eyes and could see his sacred body stretched out and crucified upon our planet earth. I saw the immense suffering of humanity during the centuries: people killing each other; people dying from starvation, and epidemics; people driven from their homes; people marching to the streets demanding for reforms; people clinging to each other in desperation; people tortured…; people alone in prisons, elderly abandoned; people craving a gentle word, a friendly letter, a consoling embrace, people …all crying out with anguish: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken us?”

· “Imagining the crucified body of Christ stretched out over our globe …I opened my eyes and saw the (members of the community…). As they came, walking or limping, seeing or blind, -I saw the endless procession of humanity gathering around the body of Jesus, with their tears and their kisses, and slowly moving away from it comforted and consoled by such great love…I saw (them)… walking away from the cross together, bound by the love they had seen with their own eyes… The cross of horror became the cross of hope, the tortured body became the body that gives new life; became the source of forgiveness, healing and reconciliation.”( Nouwen)
· Can you imagine the passion going on in our world? Can you see that the Cross of Christ offers consolation, hope and healing?
3. Easter Vigil: “Easter Season is a time of hope. There still is a painful awareness of sinfulness, but there also is light breaking through. Something new is happening, something that goes beyond the changing mood of our life. We can be joyful or sad, optimistic or not, tranquil or angry, but the solid stream of God's presence moves deeper…” – Nouwen
· Empty tomb has become a sign of absence. Out of the absence flow other memories. Part of the feeling of separation that a woman experienced at the tomb is that other memories are uncovered as well.

· Easter Dialogue: A lifestyle and a life task

- “Why do you weep?” ( “They have taken away my Lord.”

- Why do you seek the living among the dead?

- “Mary!” ( “Rabonni!” ( “Do not cling to me…” ( “Go and Tell my ”


-“I have seen the Lord!”
Easter brings the good news that although things in our world seem to get worse, the Evil One has already been overcome! Easter allows us to celebrate in joy the feast of the Resurrection, wherein we are made new through the very Spirit of Jesus, so that we too may rise and walk in the Light of Life.
III. “Go and Tell… “I Have Seen the Lord! …” “Remember…
Understanding ‘Story’ and Telling Story

· Human life is unimaginable without stories. 

· Telling stories comes so naturally to us that we do not reflect sufficiently on its significance for our lives.
· Remembrance is vital if we want to grow in self-knowledge. But we remember by telling stories. Memory is made of stories rather than mere chronology and stories bring experience back to mind.
1. Good stories are based on experience. (The Church tells the story of Jesus from its experience of Jesus.) 

2. Stories reveal personal identity and people and events that shaped that identity. (The story of Jesus manifests the identity of the Church among the poor, cultures and religions)
3. Stories are dynamic, open to reinterpretation and re-telling, and transformative. (The Church keeps the memory of Jesus dynamically alive.)
4. Stories are the ground for understanding spiritual, doctrinal and ethical symbols. (The Story of Jesus provides meaning to the Church’s symbols of faith.) 
5. Stories form community. (The Story of Jesus generates the Church.)
6. Stories when received can transform the listener. (A listening Church tells the Story of Jesus.)
7. Stories can be told in a variety of ways. (The Church tells the Story of Jesus in a multiplicity of ways.)
8. Stories can be suppressed. (The Church is the voice of suppressed stories.)
V. Jesus, the Logos or Story of God and master storyteller of the Reign of God.

1. Let us behold Him. Let us listen to Him. Let us learn from Him. Let us open ourselves to His story and His storytelling.
2. His story is about the Abba. He has experienced and the fullness of life Abba offers. His life and identity were rooted in this constant union with Abba. Yet he lived like an ordinary Jew, an ordinary Asian, with family, friends, women, children, foreigners, temple officials, the teachers of the law, the poor, the sick, the friendless, the sinners and enemies.
3. He gathered a community, a new family of those who would listen to

God’s word and act on it. He told them stories of Abba and life in Abba.
4. He used their language. His parables were simple yet disarming.
5. He told them about Abba through his meals, healing, compassion, mercy, forgiveness, and critique of false religiosity. 

6. His story leads him to a supper where he was food and where he washed the feet of his friends. Nothing could stop him from telling his story, even on the cross. His humiliating death should have been the end of His story.
7. But Abba had something more to say, “My Son - He is truly risen.” 
8. Pouring his gift of the Holy Spirit into our hearts, Jesus entrusts His story to us. I hear Him saying, “Listen to my story. Go and tell my story again and again where it all began – in my home, in my beloved Asia!”

Proclaim the experience of the Risen Lord … 
ACT JUSTLY, LOVE TENDERLY, WALK HUMBLY 
with the God of Creation
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