Renewal of the Church in Asia

The Meaning of Renewal
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“Behold I make all things new” (Rev 21:5). In Asia we discover again and again that renewal is the work of God’s Spirit. It is the Spirit of the Lord “that has filled the world” (Wis 1:7) and “renews the face of the earth”. We need to be attentive and open to the mysterious stirrings of the Spirit in the realities of Asia and of the Church. In the Scriptures, renewal is the shaping of what is qualitatively new, totally new. Renewal refers principally to the salvation wrought through Jesus Christ in the Holy Spirit. It extends to everything and to all times---until the Spirit has refashioned a new heaven and a new earth. (Rev 21:1; Is 65:17). 

We are caught up in the dynamism and tension of what is already here and still awaits its full realization. Renewal is both God’s gift as well as our own task. God has already accomplished it as the fruit of the mission of Jesus and the Spirit. It is now impacting on our world. Yet, renewal is a gift waiting to be made our own, to be incarnated in the life of the world, in the life of the men and women of Asia, in the life of the Church. The Church is always in need of an intense renewal of her life and mission. We are a holy Church in need of purification. We do acknowledge that we have, in many ways, fallen short of our vocation to the mission of love and service.

A Vision of Renewal

Seven movements that as a whole constitute an Asian vision of a renewed Church:

1. A movement towards a Church of the Poor and a Church of the Young.

2. A movement toward a “truly local Church,” toward a Church “incarnate in a people, a Church indigenous and inculturated,” a Church “in dialogue with the great religious traditions of our peoples,” in dialogue with all people, especially the poor.”

3. A movement toward deep interiority so that the Church becomes a “deeply praying community whose contemplation is inserted in the context of our time and the cultures of our peoples today.

4. A movement toward an authentic community of faith. Fully rooted in the life of the Trinity, the Church in Asia has to be a communion of communities of authentic participation and co—responsibility.

5. A movement toward active integral evangelization, toward a new sense of mission. In this mission, the Church has to be a compassionate companion and partner of all Asians, a servant of the Lord and of all Asian peoples in the journey toward full life in God’s Kingdom.

6. A movement toward empowerment of men and women. Empowered by the Spirit and through the Sacraments with their personal talents and skills, and by means of participatory church structures, lay men and women be involved in the life and mission of the Church by bringing the Good News of Jesus.

7. A movement toward active involvement in generating and serving life. The Church has to respond to the death--dealing forces in Asia. By authentic discipleship, it has to share its vision of full life as promised by Jesus. It is a vision of life with integrity and dignity, with compassion and sensitive care of the earth; a vision of participation and mutuality, with a reverential sense of the sacred, of peace, harmony, and solidarity.

As Church in Asia we choose:
-- A renewal of which the author is God, who recreates us anew in the Spirit of his Son. For God in Christ has made us a sacrament of a new humanity, a sign and servant of newness. Heeding the words of St. Paul, we embrace the ethical demand of renewal to discard the old self and move forward to witness to new life in Jesus by selfless love;

-- A renewal which is missionary engagement, taking up with renewed vigor and spirit of the missio Dei, in creative interaction with the realities of Asia;

-- A renewal that respects tradition but is courageous enough to embrace a future that grows in creative fidelity to that tradition;

-- A renewal that enables us to dare tell the story of Jesus and announce his gift of new life to our Asian world of lights and shadows;

-- A renewal that must include, given our human condition, not only conversion of minds and hearts but also a conversion of structures in which those marganilized by society are given a wider participatory role.;

-- A renewal that is the project of two poles, of the clergy plus lay men and lay women creatively working together - from above and from below -- so that newness is a sign of authentic communion;

-- A renewal that celebrates communion--in--diversity, giving witness to the wonder of the Church’s catholicity;

-- A renewal that does not count on numbers and crowded churches nor on the numerous services we render. What counts inestimably more is our ecclesial identity and the quality of our witness as servants and disciples of Jesus and the Kingdom of God for the peoples of Asia;

-- A renewal then toward a profound and holistic spirituality and an interiority that mirrors our newness of life in the Spirit of Jesus, our new way of being Church.

For us in Asia, to renew the Church is to be open to the mystery of the Spirit, to welcome the arriving presence of the God of surprises who will capture our hearts in wonder. We need, therefore, to be more than mere workers of renewal. We need to have the creative imagination of poets and artists, of wonderers and dreamers as befit those who are gifted by the Spirit of God. It is in the doing of renewal that the Church experiences the surprises of God. Discerning and knowing God, communing with God through contemplative experience, the Church experiences the mandate of missio Dei as on--going, as dynamically interacting with the complex realities of Asia.

Issues and Challenges in the Mission

1. Globalization: While the process of economic globalization has brought certain positive effects, we are aware that it “has also worked to the detriment of the poor, tending to push poorer countries to the margin of economic and political relations. Many Asian nations are unable to hold their own in a global market economy” [EA #39] The phenomenon of marginalization and exclusion are its direct consequences. It has produced greater inequalities among people.

2. Fundamentalism: the rise of religious fundamentalism, or better, extremism, which continues to bring division to Asian societies and suffering to their people. A renewed Church will encourage Christian men and women to participate fully in social and cultural activities at the local as well as the national level to bridge the gaps between communities and build harmony.

3. Political Situation: Though Asia is free from external colonization, and most Asian countries have some sort of democratic government, they do not follow the same model of democracy. A common feature is that those who are elected pursue their own interests.

4. Ecology:  As we look at the development being promoted in Asia and its impact on our environment, we see a steady, ongoing deterioration of our environment as a result of uncontrolled pollution, degrading poverty, deforestation, etc. The effect worsens when some Asian countries become dumping grounds for toxic wastes, production platforms for hazardous industries and industrialization proceeds without any environmental standards.

5. Militarization: The increasing militarization of societies, fostered by governments and the “death merchants,” is another challenge. Given the nature of armed conflicts in may Asian countries, conflict prevention as well as conflict resolution constitute a critical challenge. Asian religions, including Christianity are called to contribute to the building up of peace. This is a central area for dialogue with religions and culture leading to reconciliation.

The Challenge of Discerning The Asian Way

In the face of such a challenge, we recognize with hope “a growing awareness throughout Asia of people’s capacity to change unjust structures,” with an ever--growing awareness and demand for social justice, for more political and economic participation, for equal opportunities, and the determination to safeguard human dignity and rights.

Renewal for a mission of love and service requires fresh understanding and emphases Asia is a cultural mosaic shining with its rich diversity.  The pastoral challenges facing the Church in Asia are equally diverse. Yet, one common mission unites all: to proclaim “the Good News of Jesus Christ through Christian witness, works of charity and human solidarity.

We are committed to the emergence of the “Asianness” of the Church in Asia. This means that the Church has to be an embodiment of the Asian vision and values of life, especially: interiority, harmony, a holistic and inclusive approach to every area of life. We are also convinced that only by the “inner authority” of authentic lives founded on a deep spirituality will we become credible instruments of transformation.

Mission Formation

The most effective means of Evangelization and service in the name of Christ has always been and continues to be the witness of Life. The embodiment of our faith in sharing and compassion (sacrament) supports the credibility of our obedience to the Word (proclamation). This witnessing has to become the way of the Gospel for persons, institutions and the whole Church community. Asian people will recognize the Gospel that we announce, when they see in our life the transparency of the message of Jesus and the inspiring and healing figure of an existence immersed in God.

What is being done and still needs to be urgently pursued is “to adapt formation to the cultural contexts of Asia” and to the social, economic and religious milieu, where ministry has to be exercised:
· facilitate the emergence of ministers and evangelizers capable of promoting a new way of being Church in Asia should take place in the local church, contextually and within the wider community.

· such formation is geared towards the realization of a participative Church.
· to those in authority needs to be matched by a clear moral uprightness on the part of those with ministerial responsibilities in the Church
· a profound understanding of the elements of spirituality and prayer akin to the Asian soul, and to involve themselves more deeply in the Asian people’s search for fuller life. (Sources: FABC documents)
A FUTURE NOT OUR OWN
(A prayer / poem by Archbishop Oscar Romero)


It helps, now and then, to step back
and take the long view.
The kingdom is not only beyond our efforts,
it is beyond our vision. 

We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction of the magnificent enterprise that is God's work.
Nothing we do is complete,
which is another way of saying
that the kingdom always lies beyond us. 

No statement says all that could be said.
No prayer fully expresses our faith.
No confession brings perfection.
No pastoral visit brings wholeness.
No program accomplishes the church's mission.
No set of goals and objectives includes everything. 


This is what we are about:
We plant seeds that one day will grow.
We water seeds already planted, knowing that they hold future promise.
We lay foundations that will need further development.
We provide yeast that produces effects beyond our capabilities. 

We cannot do everything
and there is a sense of liberation in realizing that.
This enables us to do something,
and to do it very well.
It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the way, an opportunity for God's grace to enter and do the rest. 

We may never see the end results,
but that is the difference between the master builder and the worker. We are workers, not master builders, ministers, not messiahs. We are prophets of a future not our own. 
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